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Artisan Leaders from 14 States Converge in Delhi; National Action
Council Resolves to Seek a Dedicated Ministry of Artisan Affairs

National Convention of Artisan Leadership adopts four founding resolutions, confirms national and state
leadership, and charts a roadmap toward institutional recognition for India's artisan communities

New Delhi, 28 June 2026 —

Artisan leaders, Vishvakarma organizations, traditional and hereditary artisan communities, cooperatives,
academicians, former civil servants and policy professionals from fourteen States and Union Territories gathered
here today for the National Convention of Artisan Leadership, convened by the National Action Council (NAC)
for Establishment of Ministry of Artisan Affairs, with secretariat support from the Vanshanugath & Other
Artisans Development Foundation (VADF), a Section 8 Company.

The Convention was called to address what organizers describe as a long-standing governance gap: artisan-
related development functions in India are presently distributed across at least nine Ministries and Departments

— including Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, Textiles, Rural Development, Skill Development and

Entrepreneurship, Tribal Affairs, Social Justice and Empowerment, Culture, Tourism, and Commerce and

Industry — with no single institution carrying comprehensive responsibility for the social, economic and

technological advancement of the country's artisan communities.

At the conclusion of the day-long deliberations, the Convention adopted four founding resolutions: a formal
recommendation to the Government of India for the establishment of a dedicated Ministry of Artisan Affairs;
the expansion and operationalization of the National Action Council together with confirmation of its national
and State leadership; the constitution of a National Women Artisans Empowerment Cell; and the adoption, on a
provisional six-month basis, of a national operating structure extending from the National Committee through

State, District, Town and Village Committees.

Leadership Speaks

“This Convention marks the beginning of the next national phase of organized, evidence-based action
towards institutional recognition for India’s artisan communities. We are not asking for charity — we are
asking for the same coordinated policy attention that other strategically important sectors already receive.”

— Adv. A. Padma Chary Ausala, National President, National Action Council

“India’s artisans are not a welfare constituency, they are a productive national asset. A dedicated Ministry
would end the fragmentation that has, for decades, left artisan development without a single accountable

home in government.” — Dr. V. Vishwanathan Achary, National Principal Advisor, National Action Council




“We leave Delhi with a National Roadmap for 2026—29 and a 100-Day Action Plan — State leadership
identified, district mapping under way, and a National Participation Database in preparation. This is a
movement built on structure, not sentiment.” — Prof. Sagar Zilpe, National Secretary, National Action

Council

National Expansion

The Convention confirmed State Chairpersons for Kerala, Punjab, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Puducherry,
Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Bihar, Haryana
and Delhi, with further States and Union Territories invited to nominate leadership in the weeks ahead. State

Chairpersons have been asked to identify District-level leadership and organisational partners within two weeks.

The Road Ahead

The National Secretariat will shortly open a consultation process for eight National Working Groups covering
Policy, Legal Affairs, Government Relations, Women, Youth, Technology and Data, Research, and Media.
Within 100 days, the Council intends to form a White Paper Committee on the case for a Ministry of Artisan
Affairs, prepare a formal Government Engagement Framework, and initiate consultations toward a National
Advisory Council comprising retired Secretaries to the Government of India, former civil servants, economists,

legal experts and academicians.

Organisers have described the Convention as a constructive, evidence-based and institution-building initiative

that is non-political in nature, open to artisan organisations, researchers, policy experts, industry and civil society

alike.

About the National Action Council
The National Action Council (NAC) for Establishment of Ministry of Artisan Affairs is a national coordinating platform

working toward institutional recognition, policy coordination and evidence-based development for India’s artisan
communities. It functions under the administrative and legal framework of the Vanshanugat & Other Artisans Development
Foundation (VADF), a Section 8 Company.
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